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DR. JULIE BALL CASTS
HER AFFINITY FOR ANGLING
TO THE WORLD

r. Julke Ball i=s like a losal

superhers. By dsy. she's a
mild-marmered  dentiss; b
o evenings and weekends,
she's a whirlwind of energy,
acting as the local Intemational Game
Fish Associntion (IGFA) represeniative
while still trving to mdd to her alreaidy
impressive achicvements on the intema-
ticnal spont fishing scene
[k Ball holds seven [GEA world records
anad was ranked as the thivd Female World
Reeord Salbwater Angler im 2007, She
i= one of two peaple 10 achkve Level
V Master Angley staius (with 125plus
trophy catches), has attmined  Vieginda
Expen Angler every vear since 12N {the
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first femabe ever o meceive the
tithe}, has been awarmied the Top
Vimgimis Safiwater Angler nod
For dhae bast four years running,
and has earmed citatken cenill-
cades for maore than 40 differ
enl spewics of fresh amd salwe-
ter fish, She has won countless
fishing tourmaments, and caaght
the large=t taniog ever landed by a
woman {53 pounds, 8 ounees),

Shie writes weekly amd monthly col-
umns for her owmn website Cwww dijhall,
codin ) and s mamber of kecal publieations,
and has published more than &5 artiches
in national magrzines. She has oed
# video series in the Galapagos Islands

“Tdoit
whenever [
have a chance
to do it. I teach
others to
doit...”

an f=hing [or sidped madin and  has
appeared in two Sportsnien gz
television shows, She has been featored
in doeens of national sverisensenis and
has participaied in morve than 80 semi-
nas aned leciures o proassbe shing, She
e s e own calendar,

Hut what really doves e Ball is sine-
ply cmwouraging others o lake up the
st Lhand sl bosvess s dbeiurdy, " Thee whole
resason m here is o inspive ollers to gel
aail on the wiler——espocially wonsen and
children,” she says “Rids are so hoasy

these devys, amed you just don't lear
aboul parenis, o ollwer
asthalis, taking e Tinwe 1o
ke voung peaple oul
amd Tesching them 1o
M=l | say, ake the
e, Becauss youo
don'T  wanl  your
children's  memo-
rie= Lo be all aboui
achedules and being
rushiec] Teere o there,
You wnd their memoriaes
i be aboul calching fsh
with their mon, competing with their
dad, lesrming how o thresd a ook cor
recily and having Do, Those memaoriaes
will It a lifetinee, and [ think thats
something were missing today.”
s easy for D, Ball o be s passion-



ale aboul the sport-—Tshing has always
Ersienn in Ber Blowsel. Haer omsm gl hier indao
M=ling when she was a little gicl growing
up i Penssooda, Fla, amnd Julie’s mom
lermiesd the st Trod her owstler. Bad
winmning awands and competing on boeal,
siate and international levels didnt even
cross Julie's mind until she reloeated o
Virginia Beach and was exposed 1o e
Eresal variety of fish the walers in Hhe area
had Lo el Teer,

“When we lirst moved here, my buos-
bamad and [ joined the Vieginda Beach
Anglers Chil, wlvwere we mel neany graeat
anglers wha showed us the vopes. The
membsers anght us how o calch these
big sporl she—amdserjack, ack dnm,
ved drume—then photograph then and
velease them. 1 quickly learsed the priee
M=l prrog@ran inside awd ol, and all of a
sudden, | was winning e top awards in
aur club. It just soowbralbed Tooon there”

That snevwbrall effect has growm Dnlo an
avalanche, positioning Julie as an ami=as-
sachor Tor a spaort that is largely populated
by men——some ol them dont ake her
serimely = an angler or &= a spolespuar
son for sporl Oshing, 10 a lof of work,
i ot of responsibility, and there are a
kot of heartaches. Bul there's so much
maore positive Teedback amd goodness
that comes ol of il Theres always that
simall gronap of negative peogle, bul the
suppord thaat's positive makes i o moch

more worthwhile”

Eall g back and shows apprecis
tion for that supgqesrt by teaching ofher
peaphe how (o sh. For a small fee, she'll
Lake people inlo a classroom solling
and give e cre-on-one insireiion on
whalever they want 0o bearm. She egpe-
clally enjoys prosiding beginnerlove] Lo
s for chibdnon, with subjects soging
Crowm ksl 1ying [0 cisting, Nsh spocies
idenlifbeation, and more

T'ow the kind of person who, when-
ever Dwant o do sometling, 1 get the jok
ddse. A | take @ ket of pricbe in dodng
that. | love Mshing=—irs my passion. 1 do
il wheneser | i a chance boodo Gk 1
teasch ollwers Doddo it .o L shane with them
and inspire them, and that's what 1 lowve
o o™

Eialll knowws: Thal Dseimg abile Dor dhis s
Thimg sl bonois o a daily bases makes her
viery [orbunate. Sl just hopes that ber
entbsasn is conbagiows enogh that
other people, especially Tamilies, will
g i o leavels that will makee them Geel
Just as prvileged.

“Lntil you take a child Oshing, chey
dhon T readize what they are nvissing-—they
Daavwe e e, Thoey e perfectly content to
Sl there and play video ganses, Onee you
walel a chibd hook that fsh for the Tirs
Lime anel e the sense of aceonplsle
ment on thedr face, well there's noedhing
likoe it in tlwe wlwole worlc.™ GEED

GET HOOKED

DR, BALL RECOMMENDS THESE
HAMPTON ROADS GUIDES AND
CHARTER: FISHING SERVICES
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